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Parent Guide to 
Bookshare 





Bookshare is an ebook library that helps people read in ways that work for them. With Bookshare, 
books can be seen and heard which helps students improve their reading and comprehension. 
Bookshare offers school based and Individual Memberships. Students can have both! Bookshare is 
completely free for students and with over 1 million titles, there is something for everyone to read. 


Is your child already on a school account? If so, skip to page 4 to learn how to use Bookshare at 


home. 


Sign Up for an Individual Membership Account 





If your child does not have a Bookshare account through school you can sign up for an Individual 


Membership. 


1) Go to the Bookshare Website 
(www.bookshare.org) and select the "Sign 
up Today" button. 


2) Select "Sign Up Individual." 


3) Confirm the account is for a person with a 
print disability. Visit the "Who Qualifies" 
page for information on qualifications. 


4) Under “Student Status,” indicate whether 
your child is a current U.S. student. 
Membership is free for students. 
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Sign Up for a Bookshare Account 

Student Status > Memberinto > Proof of bility > Signature 

Video Tutorial: How to sign up as an Individual Member (E 

Member Qualification 
1 confirm that this account is for a person with a Print Disability, and will be able to provide Proof of Disability from a competent authority. 
x 


No 





Student Status 


Is this person a U.S. student? @ 
®© Yes 


No 
| have an Activation ID @ 





5) Enter your State, city and name of child's 
school or select the “Find My School” 
button. 


6) Select the school from the list. If not found 
select | cannot find my school. Select the 
Done button when finished, then the Next 
button. 


7) Enter your child’s information. 


8) Enter parent or guardian information for 
student’s under 18. 








School Information 


Look up my school 
This student is home schooled 


Country * 
State/Province * 


City 


School 


arch Results 


Achieve Kids 

Acme Children's Center 

Acme Education Coc 

Addisor ry School 
Addison Kids Comer 

Amigos De Palo Alto 

Barron Park Elementary School 
Barron Park Kids Club 


Barron Park Pre-School 


[school Addison Elementary School 
650 Addison Ave, Palo Allo, CA 34301 
[Student First Name * 


[Student Last Name * 


zip or Postal Code * 
[Phone 
Birth Date (mmiddlyyyy) * 


[Grade Level * 


Parent/Guardian Information 


Parent/Guardian First Name * 


Parent/Guardian Last Name * 


Parent/Guardian Email 


Parent/Guardian Phone 
Address is the same as member's address 


Yes 
No 


9) Enter an email address and password to be Login Information 
used to access the Bookshare account and bee ee pă 


select the “Next” button. Cont Emal 


Password (8-32 letters or numbers, 
at least 1 letter and at least 1 
number) © * 


Confirm password * 


10) Download the Proof of Disability form and 


have it signed by a Competent Authority, 
then email as an attachment to How do you want osu your proot of aby? 


5, that may be used for Bookshare Proof of Disability (POD). Othervi 


membership@bookshare.org. If your child a Leming Ay Menteri © 


Skip this step, l'Il provide my proof of disability later 


is amember of the NLS or Learning Ally 
you can provide that information instead. 


Next 





Applicant's Digital Signatures 
11) Review and accept the Bookshare terms, ere re T OSa ae a eeo 
sign your name digitally, and select "Create 


Account." 





Within a few days you will receive a welcome email from Bookshare confirming that your Proof of 
Disability has been accepted and your account is now active. Log in with the email address and 
password you selected and find books for your child to read for school and fun! Learn more about 
finding books on page 8. 


How to Use Your Child’s School Bookshare Account 





Teachers assign books to students and then students read on a computer, Chromebook or with an 
app on a mobile device. Let's get started! 


1) Log into Bookshare with the username Ma 
and password created by your child's ze 
teacher to see the books they have 
assigned. 


Read Your Way 


Ebooks for people with reading barriers 





2) Books that have been assigned will be 
under the “Assigned Books” link. Books PNR 
that have been assigned on a Reading “en ie Recort New 
List are found under the “Reading List” 


. g Discover Ways to Get Answers in 
| in k Read Our Books the Help Center 


My Bookshare 


My Bookshare 


Title 


3) To read directly on a computer or My Bookshare 
Chromebook select the “Read Now” ia Welcome Jane Doe 
button and the book will open in a web a tacit AI 
browser. Use Google Chrome or Safari = nites: 
browsers to see the word highlighting and e TE 
speech at the same time. 


4) The book will be prepared for reading in the 
browser. Depending on the size of the 
book, it may take 30-60 seconds. The book 1 like when Mom tells this story because it makes me laugh so much. It’s not 
will then be ready to be viewed = and heard funny in the way a joke is funny, but when Mom tells it, Via and I just start 


cracking up. 


— in th e Booksh are Web Reader. To h ear So when | was in my mom’s stomach, no one had any idea 1 would come out 


looking the way 1 look. Mom had had Via four years before, and that had been 


th e book read aloud , select ih e “ Play” icon i such a “walk in the park” (Mom’s expression) that there was no reason to run 


any special tests, About two months before I was born, the doctors realized 
there was something wrong with my face, but they didn’t think it was going to 
be bad. They told Mom and Dad I had a cleft palate and some other stuff going 


on. They called it “small anomalies.” 


How I Came to Life 


There were two nurses in the delivery room the night I was born. One was very 
nice and sweet. The other one, Mom said, did not seem at all nice or sweet. She 





SETTINGS 


FONT FACE 


Default (current TNR) 


5) Use the settings button ke to change the 
font size, text and background color FONT siz 


18-point 


combination and voice and rate of speech if TEXT AND BACKGROUND COLOR 
®@ Black and White 


desired. Select “Save” after making i 
changes. EEE 


© BeeLine (text color gradiation) 


Bright Dark Blues Gray inverted earn more 


DISPLAY FORMAT 
Scrolling [i + Display page numbers 


MARGINS 


Bene 


SPEECH RATE 





Slower Faster 


VOICE 


Microsoft Zira Desktop - English (United States) 





6) Use the Table of Contents icon to it 


[Table of contents 


How I Came to Life 


select where you want to start reading. 





Upgrade School Account to Include an Individual Membership 





Students on school accounts can only read books that have been assigned by teachers. You can 
help your child improve their reading by encouraging them to read more books for school and fun by 
upgrading their account to include an Individual Membership. Like the school account, it is also free 
and gives them full access to the Bookshare collection. It’s fast and easy to do! 


1) Log in with your child’s username and My Bookshare 
password. On the “My Bookshare” page, a 
select the “Upgrade to an Individual o nere (MN Books Beloved - 
Membership” link under “Learn More.” ee x Share your favorite Bookshare book! 


@ Get Answers in 
the Help Center 


2) Review the instructions and select the link How can | read more books? 
to sign up. 


Have more questions: 
r €, Call Us 650- 





3) Complete the required information on the 
sign up form. 


4) Enter an email address and password and 
select the “Next” button. Your child will now 
use this email address and password to log 
in to Bookshare. 


5) Under the “Account Management” heading 
you can opt to allow teachers to manage 
the account. This is helpful for account 
maintenance and resetting passwords if 
necessary. Agree to the terms, provide a 
digital signature and select the “Create 
Account” button. 





Student First Name * 
Student Last Name * 
Country * 

Address line 1 * 
Address line 2 

City* 
State/Province * 

Zip or Postal Code * 


Phone 


Birth Date (mm/dd/yyyy) * 


Parent/Guardian Information 
Parent/Guardian First Name * 

Parent/Guardian Last Name * 

Parent/Guardian Email 


Parent/Guardian Phone 


New Login Information 


Member Email (Username) © * 
Confirm Email * 
Password (8-32 letters or numbers, 


at least 1 letter and at least 1 
number) © * 


Confirm password * 


© 


Sign Up for a Bookshare Account 
Member info > Signature 


Account Management 
Allow Tea y school or distri aco 
Applicant's Digital Signature e 


Laspects: 





Your child can now read books from the entire Bookshare collection, as well as those assigned by 


his/her teacher. 


Find Books on the Bookshare Website 





The Bookshare collection contains textbooks, best-sellers and award winners in all genres and for all 
ages. You can conduct a Standard Search in the search bar at the top of every page, Advanced 
Search or Browse through Bookshare's Special Collections to find books for school and fun. Learn 





more about finding books. 


N 
SZ Bookshare 


A BENETECH INITIATIVE 
Advanced Search Browse 





You can also search directly within apps on mobile devices and on other reading tools following the 
instructions for the specific tool. 


Read Books with other Devices 





1) Use the Reading Tool Wizard to find other Reading Tool Wizard 
ways to read books. First, select the type of a ad aia doves i oc 


ic at a [a as 
1. Computer or Laptop mi 


@ 2. Tablet or Smartphone 


3. Assistive Technology Device 


2) You will then find options for devices in that Smartphone or Tablet 
category. Select the specific type of device What kind of device do you have? 
you have to find the recommended reading 
tools. 


3) Select the logo or the name of the tool for lesa a 
more information on how to use it. 





Bookshare Recommends 


Voice Dream 
Reader 


Capti Voice 





These tools integrate with Bookshare and require you to sign in to them using your child's Bookshare 
username and password. Then search for the titles of the books you wish to read. 


To start, we recommend downloading the free Dolphin EasyReader app on your iOS or Android 
smartphone or tablet following these instructions. The Dolphin EasyReader Cheat Sheet provides 
more information about searching for, and reading books on the app. 


Frequently Asked Questions 





Q: Is Bookshare always free? 


A: Bookshare will continue to be free for students after they graduate if they are enrolled in college or 
another educational program. 


Q: Who chooses the books? 


A: Teachers assign books for students who are on school accounts. If a student also has an 
Individual Membership then they and/or parents can find and read any book. 


Q: Do the books expire? 


A: Bookshare books never expire and can be accessed at any time. 


Q: Can minors access adult content? 


A: Members under 18 cannot access adult content. 


Q: What if | can’t find the book | want? 


A: You can request that a book be added to the Bookshare collection at any time. 


Q: Do you have any human narrated books? 


A: At this time all Bookshare books have an electronic voice. 


Q: How can | find out if my child already has a Bookshare account? 


A: Ask your child’s teacher or contact Bookshare’s Customer Support team at 650-352-0198, or via 
email. 


Q: What if | need help using Bookshare? 


A: For more guides and videos on using Bookshare visit the Learning Center, Help Center or contact 
Customer Support at 650-352-0198, or via email. 


